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 the city identity as an unique selling point
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EXPO

principle

urban development &
bottom-up festivals

urban development &
top-down manifestations
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strategy

the symbiotic co-operation of
 festivals & city with identity

 as the common goal



David Dooghe_Festivalcity Rotterdam EFRP Helsinki Workshop: The urban impact of artistic festivals            11-13 april 2008

festivals & urban development @ Rotterdam

. Pleinbios

. Int. Filmfestival
. Museumnacht

. Wereld van Witte de With

. Geen daden maar woorden

. Strand aan de Maas
. Metropolis

. Danceparade

. Parade

.Dunya Festival

. Zomercarnaval
. Circ-us

. Koninginnedag

. Kermis

. Straatfestival

. Wereldhavendagen

. Braderieen/ Festivals/ Evenementen in de eigen buurt

. Rott. Ph. Gergiev Festival

. Keuze v/d Rott. Schouwburg

. R‘uitmarkt

. Dag Romantische Muziek

. Zondagse markt Binnerotte

. Wed. Night Skate

. Monaco aan de Maas
. Red Bull-air race

. Skateboarding
. Div sport wedstrijden

. ABN AMRO Tennis

. Feyenoord/ Sparta

. WK Honkbal
. Marathon Rotterdam

. Studentenvoetbal

. EK Judo

.  Dutch Open Karate

. CHIO

. Bruggenloop

. Catamaran F18

. Rotterdams Wieler 6 Daagse

. Wielerrondes

4,0
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0403 5045350 age

level of 
education

average visitor of the festivals

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

“Attracting the 
middle class to 
live in the city.”

“Charming the 
middle class to 
live in the city.”
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“Each festival consists of a number of cooperating 
and confl icting group of players, forming together 
a dense latticework of human relations, temporally 
coexisting in the same time-space capsule.”

“Festivals are the moment of self-celebration of a 
community.”

Daniel Dylan, In Quest of a Festival,1997

defi nition festival
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concept
festival = time-space capsule

community = people & space
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communities in the city
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temporary program permanently program

calander of the community additional program

summer carnival in the Afrikaanderwijk
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battlefestival
tumba festival

national holidays
independence day
queenelection

battle of drums
jump-up festival
summer carnival

market

temporary restaurants

betico croes day

hostel for carnivalwagonbuilders, 
artistes,...

radiostation

travel agency

studios en workshopspaces

wagon building spot

partycentre
palace of carnivalqueen

rehearselrooms
music and dance school

shops

cafe
restaurant

casestudy Afrikaanderplein
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festivals in the citycentre
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calander of the festivals

different scales of festivals

700 000 

600 000 

500 000 

400 000 

300 000 

200 000 

100 000 
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visitors

the Coolsingel becomes the main festivalstreet

casestudy Coolsingel
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Coolsingel as Festivalpodium.

M

M

T

T

M

M

M

M

M

M

M

T

T



David Dooghe_Festivalcity Rotterdam EFRP Helsinki Workshop: The urban impact of artistic festivals            11-13 april 2008

conclusions

A festival can be used as a catalyst 
between the social and the urban 
structure of a city.  (cfr. Afrikaan-
derwijk).

Festivals are the celebretations of 
a community. In this time-space 
capsule shows the city her identity 
to others citizens or foreigners to 
the city.  The citycentre can been 
used as a theatre, with a podium, 
where the festival takes place (the 
trillzone), and a foyer, quarters 
around the festivalpodium (the 
chillzone). (cfr. Coolsingel)

Create multi-functional (in spaces 
and in time) urban locations.  (cfr. 
Afrikaanderwijk en Coolsingel)


