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Call for Best Practices
How does your festival / your project / your activity open doors, minds, enrich peoples’ lives and transform societies?
Launched at the occasion of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, the European Festivals Association invites arts festivals worldwide to join forces and highlight the outstanding excellence of festivals to impact on societies through enhancing access to culture. 
Open Doors. Open Minds. Build Societies! 
“Festivals are in a privileged position to provide the means for everyone to experience culture. Festivals open doors to new artistic forms, new performers, new audiences, unusual venues, unknown cultures, new points of view, new approaches to arts and the world, new social orders, new political discussions.” (from “Festivals:  Open doors. Open minds. Build societies!”)
Send in YOUR BEST PRACTICE EXAMPLE and share the impact on society with us!
How does your festival:
· inspire citizens, challenge and offer them occasions to broaden their horizons.

· help deconstruct stereotypes.

· promote a creative society that sustains and develops quality of life, social well-being and equal opportunities for all.

· boost social and generational solidarity by bringing people together through inventive and participatory initiatives.
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Festivals
Open doors. Open minds.
Build societies!




Activities might include:

· (co-)organisation of debates, awareness raising campaigns, workshops/meetings to stimulate best practices exchange, signing of a Declaration of Intention

· increasing participation (models of audience participation, interactivity)

· educational measures (access to education and artistic education)

· develop a specific project tackling one or more issues and concentrating on one or more target groups, i.e.:

· child poverty: focusing special efforts on children’s projects, i.e. children festivals/activities
· projects for the inclusion of unprivileged persons: disabled persons, prisoners, homeless persons, immigrants/minorities

· tackling of stereotypes and other issues: gender issues, language issues etc. 

· increasing access (i.e. ticketing: free access)

Name of the Festival:     
Title of the project:     
Contact person (Name and Mail address):      
Project description (max. 1 page): Please summarise briefly! Use more space if needed.
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Website:      
Please send your best practice to juliane@efa-aef.eu! Feel invited to send in pictures that demonstrate the character of your project!

Visibility for your festival

Festivals sending in their best practices are invited to commit to the statement on www.Open-The-Door.eu.

Festivals are invited to become messengers through including the logo and website link in their own communication tools!
Best practices are featured on the EFA website dedicated to the “Open The Door” project: www.Open-The-Door.eu. 
Representative projects are included in a special public newsletter FestFlash to “Open Doors” highlighting innovative and creative activities of festivals that “open doors” to arts and culture, artists and audiences. 
Build Societies!
All arts festivals are invited to commit to “Open The Door” and
· include the Open-The-Door logo and the link wherever possible.

· endorse the Arts Festivals’ Declaration on Intercultural Dialogue and become a partner in the FestLab for Creativity and Innovation.

· endorse the Access to Culture Platform’s Policy Guidelines document and get involved in its distribution and discussions about it.

· take part in the UNESCO activities for The International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures and open the doors to creators, performers and other festivals from all over the world.

· organise a debate or a workshop on the importance of mainstreaming arts and culture in all areas of policy making.

· devise learning actions for a creative access to the artistic process and objects.

· include participatory projects in their programmes and address different social groups with the purpose of increasing access, participation and interactivity.

· develop synergies and partnerships between traditional institutions and independent artists/creators.

· use innovative forms of communication that audiences can relate to.

· participate in studies and consultations on participation in order to provide strong data to support demands for policy reviews.

· Call for regional, national, European and international policy-makers to always take culture into account for the role it plays in people’s well-being, the promotion of human values and social inclusion. 

