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Summary by Katarina Pejovic

EFRP workshop in Le Mans, hosted by France Festivals, focused on the sustainability of festival endeavours through power point presentations of 12 researchers, followed by a discussion. Sustainability has been connected to the organizational typology of the festivals and their life cycle more than to the programmatic label and or specific discipline.  Since art festivals tend to be highly dependent on public authorities, sustainability is very much a matter of careful relationship building with the public authorities and local communities, various constituencies of supporters and media. In the post-communist countries of CE Europe, a great number of festivals emerged after 1989 but few remained in business and the political support to the festivals remains unstable and unpredictable. Among other sustainability factors identified are the quality of the festival leadership and its capacity to develop an original festival formula and modify it in time to fit the altered contextual circumstances; the quality of place, as perceived by the locals and the outside visitors and a shared sense of festivity it radiates; diversification of funding and audience mix. While economic benefits of a festival to its locality seems to be a common expectation, real economic effects are difficult to pinpoint and measure, remaining in most cases a matter of faith rather than a firmly established fact. In the discussion further research issues have been identified, to be pursued in the events and publications planned and leading ultimately to the EFRP conclusions and recommendations to be articulated at the end of 2007.

Participants (in alphabetic order):

1. Anne-Marie Autissier, Université Paris 8, Saint-Denis, France

2. Floriane Gaber, journalist, Paris, France

3. Peter Inkei, Budapest Observatory, Hungary

4. Sidsel Karlsen, Lulea University of Technology, Sweden 
5. Dragan Klaic, Leiden University, The Netherlands

6. Dasha Krijanskaia, Roosevelt Academy/Utrecht University, The Netherlands 

7. Christopher Maughan, De Montfort University, UK 

8. Cara McMahon, De Montfort University, UK

9. Emmanuel Négrier, cultural researcher, Paris, France 
10. Joanna Ostrowska, Adam Mickievicz University, Poznan, Poland

11. Katarina Pejovic, Zagreb, Croatia – EFRP co-ordinator 
12. Janos Zoltan Szabo, Budapest Observatory, Hungary

13. Alexandros Vrettos, Erasmus University, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

14. Alice Zoghaib, Université Paris 8, Saint-Denis, France

Remark: Alessandro Bollo’s power point presentation was introduced in his absence.

