EFRP Workshop, De Montfort University, Leicester, UK, March 4-5, 2006

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Following the EFRP Nitra meeting in September 2005, the new gathering of EFRP research team members focused on the subject of “Local Impact of International Festivals”. The workshop was preceded by a one-day conference “Festivals: Challenges of Growth”, also hosted by De Monfort University and aimed at introducing the international aspect of festivals to UK festival operators and producers. This conference provided a valuable frame for the EFRP workshop and also brought some active observers to the table. 

The first day was focused on setting the ground for the subject: nine PowerPoint presentations by researchers from the Netherlands, Sweden, Italy, Poland, Spain and the UK featured a variety of approaches and opened different aspects of the issue that might be tentatively divided into two groups: a) preliminary sketches for case studies of specific types of festivals and their influence in the local surrounding; b) preliminary structuring of material for analysis on some more general subject regarding festivals, most notably economic, social and place-making aspects. In addition, Janos Zoltan Szabo from the Budapest Observatory made a special presentation showing the results of one of the biggest surveys on festivals undertaken in Europe in the last decades, with results that were immediately implemented on the official national level. The summary of this survey is available on this site. 

The discussion unfolding in-between the presentations sharpened around several issues: the economic aspect of festivals, with conclusion that it was irrelevant for festivals with strong artistic agenda, which are the focus of EFRP research; the increase in social impact studies on festivals; the greying of audience and possible strategies deployed for attracting younger audiences; the lack of realistic assessment of the effects of sponsoring; the methodology of measuring the impact of festivals that would indicate the changes or the direction of changes in time that would in turn allow the description of mid-terms.

Some of these issues were further elaborated on the second day, dedicated to scrutinising the research agenda for the future, presented by Dragan Klaic. This agenda offered a panoply of themes and aspects that this research should ideally cover until its conclusion by the end of 2007. The proposed frames for research were two-folded: new researchers working either individually or in small groups on several issues from the agenda; groups of several PhD or MA students from various countries, examining the same aspect on a sample of festival in their region and eventually joining those studies together under the surveillance of their professors. It was concluded that additional funds should be sought in order to finance further research and that by the next meeting, scheduled in Le Mans on November 17 and 18 and hosted by France Festivals, the structure of research should be clear and new research data gathered. The first 2007 spring EFRP meeting is yet to be determined in terms of date and location whereas Colm Croffy of the Association of Irish Festivals and Events AOIFE offered to host the concluding EFRP meeting in November 2007 in Ireland.

