
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Ljubljana, 14 December 2017 

 

A WINTER MUSIC FESTIVAL FEATURING WORLD-FAMOUS NAMES 

(10–14 February 2018, Grand Hotel Union, Union Hall) 

 

Following last year's successful concert by one of the world's finest and most 

prestigious orchestras, the London-based Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Ljubljana's 

forthcoming Winter Festival promises an even bigger selection of world-renowned 

musicians. Taking place from 10 to 14 February 2018, this year's Winter Festival 

features the supremely versatile musician and violin virtuoso Nigel Kennedy, 

Slovenia's own New Swing Quartet – returning after a long absence with a concert to 

celebrate their 50th anniversary – and an evening of operatic arias sung by one of the 

world's leading tenors, Ramón Vargas, and the internationally acclaimed soprano 

Elvira Hasanagić, accompanied by the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra under 

Facundo Agudin. The Winter Festival will take place in the Union Hall of Ljubljana's 

Grand Hotel Union. Built in the style of the Vienna Secession, the Union Hall is still a 

very highly regarded concert venue today. 

 

British violinist Nigel Kennedy is one of the most prominent violinists of all time. Born 

into a musical family (his parents and grandparents were trained musicians), Kennedy 

was soon recognised as a child prodigy. At the age of seven he entered the Yehudi Menuhin 

School and later trained at the prestigious Juilliard School in New York. He performed at 

Carnegie Hall for the first time at the age of 16 and at 28 made his recording debut with 

Elgar's Violin Concerto. In 1989 he recorded Vivaldi's Four Seasons with the English 

Chamber Orchestra. The album went on to sell more than three million copies and is one 

of the best-selling classical recordings ever. Kennedy's virtuoso technique and unique 

talent are an inspiration to young musicians in both the popular music and classical fields. 

He is a highly versatile musician, a violin virtuoso, a persuasive talent and a non-

conformist who enjoys getting close to his audience. A committed humanitarian, he 

defends the underprivileged and the poor, fights the oppression of minorities and 

champions those whose voice would otherwise go unheard. He is the recipient of 

numerous international awards (Echo, Bambi, Grammy, etc.) and in 1997 won a BRIT 

award for his outstanding contribution to British music.  



He will appear at the Winter Festival with a programme consisting of Bach, one of his 

own compositions, and the hit songs of George and Ira Gershwin. 

(10 February 2018, 7.00 pm, Union Hall, Grand Hotel Union) 

 

The New Swing Quartet celebrates 50 years of activity this year. Two years before 

founding the group in 1968, Rado Razdevšek (baritone), Dare Hering (first tenor) and 

Gregor Bezenšek (second tenor) obtained a copy of an album by the famous Golden Gate 

Quartet and decided to start their own vocal quartet along the same lines. Having been 

joined by Marjan Petan in February 1968, they began performing under the name 

TuEmDiDži. Two years later Oto Pestner replaced Gregor Bezenšek and the foursome 

slowly began to win over audiences in Slovenia with a repertoire consisting of songs from 

the American South. Performing a mixture of gospel songs and spirituals, but with a 

slightly more contemporary approach, the New Swing Quartet appeared on stages all over 

the world and established themselves as a leading gospel group. In 1976, 1985 and 1988, 

they embarked on major tours of Europe and East Asia. They also spent two months 

travelling across North America and have performed regular concerts throughout Eastern 

Europe. They have appeared at numerous festivals and at joint concerts with other artists 

and have received many prizes and awards for their work. Their rich discography includes 

both studio albums and live concert recordings, and their Christmas albums have been 

particularly popular. 

(12 February 2018, 7.00 pm, Union Hall, Grand Hotel Union) 

 

The Winter Festival's evening of operatic arias features one of the world's leading tenors 

Ramón Vargas. Having begun singing at an early age, Vargas made his operatic debut in 

Haydn's Lo speziale in 1982. After winning the Enrico Caruso Tenor Competition in 1986 

he completed his vocal studies in Vienna under the guidance of Leo Müller. His 

international debut came in 1992 when he was invited to substitute Luciano Pavarotti as 

Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor at the Metropolitan Opera in New York. Today he 

regularly performs at major opera venues such as Milan's La Scala, London's Royal Opera 

House, the Vienna State Opera, the Arena in Verona and the Opéra-Bastille in Paris. In 

1993 he was awarded the Premio Lauri-Volpi as the best opera singer of the season and 

in 1995 he won a Gino Tani Award for the Arts. British opera magazine Opera Now 

proclaimed him Artist of the Year in 2000 and he has featured in the list of the world's top 

tenors compiled by Austrian publication Festspiele since 1999. In 1998 he gave an 

unforgettable recital of popular songs from his native Mexico at La Scala in Milan. In 2001 

the German association of recording companies Deutsche Phono-Akademie awarded him 
the Echo Klassik Award for Male Singer of the Year.  

He will be joined at the concert by the soprano Elvira Hasanagić, who since the very start 

of her professional singing career has been hailed by critics and audiences alike as one of 

the most promising new voices on the opera scene. Leading German opera magazine Das 

Opernglas described her performance in the title role of Donizetti's Lucia di Lammermoor 

as that of "an authentic bel canto heroine". She has worked with world-renowned 

orchestras such as the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Staatskapelle Berlin, the 

Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and Munich's Orchester des Staatstheaters am 



Gärtnerplatz. In 2017 the City of Dresden, in conjunction with a German association 

created to support young opera singers, proclaimed her Young Artist of the Year. She has 

won numerous prizes at national and international competitions (including first prize and 

the special jury prize at the 2016 Zinka Milanov International Competition for Young 

Opera Singers). She holds scholarships from the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of 

Slovenia, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the German Theatre and 

Orchestra Association, the Ana Foundation (Ljubljana) and the Richard Wagner Society, 
Ljubljana.  

The soloists will perform a selection of the most beautiful arias by Mozart, Donizetti, 

Puccini, Tchaikovsky, Cilea, Verdi and Rossini, accompanied by the RTV Slovenia 

Symphony Orchestra under the baton of Argentine conductor Facundo Agudin. 

(14 February 2018, 7.00 pm, Union Hall, Grand Hotel Union) 

 

Thank you for taking the time to discover the Ljubljana Festival programme. 

 

Information / Public relations 

Živa Steiner      Sanja Kejžar Kladnik 

Tel: +386 (0)1 241 6018    +386 (0)1 241 6016 

Ziva.Steiner@ljubljanafestival.si      sanja.kejzar@ljubljanafestival.si    

www.ljubljanafestival.si                                               www.ljubljanafestival.si 

www.facebook.com/ljubljanafestival   www.facebook.com/ljubljanafestival 

www.instagram.com/festival_ljubljana                   www.instagram.com/festival_ljubljana 

www.twitter.com/FLjubljana                                     www.twitter.com/FLjubljana 

 

 

The founder of the Ljubljana Festival is the City of Ljubljana, which also provides financial 

support. 

 

 

General media sponsor: 

Delo d.o.o. 

mailto:ziva.steiner@ljubljanafestival.si
mailto:sanja.kejzar@ljubljanafestival.si
http://www.ljubljanafestival.si/
http://www.facebook.com/ljubljanafestival
http://www.instagram.com/festival_ljubljana
http://www.twitter.com/FLjubljana

